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WHAT IS HE REALLY LIKE?

ASTARDUST INTERVIEW WITH
THE ‘ECCENTRIC" ANTI-STAR.
A MAN WHO HAS BEEN VARI-
OUSLY DESCRIBED AS CON-
PLEX, COMPELLING,
IMPOSSIBLE AND EXIGMATIC.

Fuacts and fingers ?

Atk

Late one evening, on the tick
of the appointed hour, I arrived
at Raaj HKumar's Juhu shack
called *The Whispering Win=
dows." A name a8 unusual as
the shack's owner, I mused, as
I atood ir|1[|-m-'.ir|g
Fate in the darkness. Even as
my hand went out to press the

outside the

hell, the gpate opened noiseless-
Iy and a face grinned out at me.
In my surprise, 1 nearly jump.
ed out of my akin.

The servant ushered me in
wardlessly. With all the im-
peccable politeness of the YWode-
housian character—Jeevea, he
made me comfortable with an
iced coke, piped in some light
music and disappeared. With a
feeling that was a mixture of
excitement, awe and BUS[HISE
I waited for the appearanese of
the man of whom a Eknow-all
in the industry had said, “He's
eccentric, he's egotistic, he's an
enigma ™™ Well, puzzlos, myste
ried, riddlea and the like have
ilways interested me. 1 like
solving them. Raaj Kumar, the
man, intrigned me and I want
ed to figure him ot

I heard footsteps. I held my
breath eagerly. It was the sec-
retary (Bigh!). He informed me
that Raaj Kumar was on his
way to our appointment.

The secretary and I exchang-
ed small talk. Soddenly, he
stopped  abruptly and  jerked
his head to one side. *“That's
him,” he muttercd. He looked
like a faithful dog that cocks
up its ears at the first sound of
its master's arrival.

We heard the whirr of an
engine coming to a halt outside
the gate. A dog barked. "That's
him," the sceretary repeated. I
fixed my eves on the door.

| saw him coming through
the garden in the cool of the

Stardust, fune, 1972



-~

might. leading his dog by its
leash. It was a grand entrance
—Lal Pathar style.

He smiled crookedly, apolo.
glsed graciously, lit & pipe and
gat down, with Toby, the dog.
at his feet. His man Jeeves
jbut Albert is his namo) Ap
penred. Kanj Kumar asked
me. “Drink?” “No thank wou.™
“Wind if 1 have one?” "Not at
all”, I replied. “Smoke?”, he
offered n pack of cigarettes.
“No, thank you”, I shook my
head. “Mind if I smoke?” “Go
phead.” 1 found his quixotic
etlguette 8o charming! He kept
his pipe aside and lit a cigaret-
te, Albert mixed the usual for
hia master ... Scoteh and wi-
ter. Stretched languldly over
the setteer Ranj Humar looked
eool, balanced, and poised. The
man himself i Incredible and
indescribable. You can't pin
him down with labels, you can’t
clagsify him into a kind. Like
ke himself admitted, “This indi-
vidual called myself is an unde
finable, living, pulsating orga-
nism. Its responses and peac-
tions are variable according to
the external stimuli,'® When 1
smartly took a potshot and re-
marked that 1 would describe
him as an introvert, Raaj Ku-
mar gave me one of his amused
smiless, and said, "T've the ca-
pacity to be an unbelievable and
astonishing extrovert, which
has often bewildered and some.
times shocked people” 1 know
of o starlet who'd chanced to
gee Raaj Kumar “in action™ at
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a discotheque. The girl was In
rapturee when she described
what she called ‘the dual per
gonality of the man’. Ebullient,
witty. he was the gay, dashing
cavalier with his old-world
charm and manners. Even her
egeort had commented admi-
ringly. "He's a jolly good
fellow."

A shot in the dark?

Yet there are few (o minonty
really) who don't think that
Raaj Kumar is such a jolly good
followr, after all. The last time
I'd heard of two brawls in the
film circles, Raaj Kumar had
figured in both! Heated words
were coming to an exchange of
hlows when peace.makers inter-
vened. Like an onlooker re-
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marked, “Raaj Kumar 8 &
damn good talker, but he should
talk less!” But there's this one
thing about Raaj Kumar. He
is outspoken to the point of be-
ing tactless while expressing his
thoughts to others. This indis-
eriet trait in him has made him
run into a eertain amount of
criticiam and antagonism. But
he is not one to lose his equani-
mity. When he holds that, ‘for
truth there is no deadline”, he
doean't think it neceasary 1o
conceal or disguise his opini-
ong, No compromises for him.
There's this instance when he
told a well-known writer.pro-
ducer-director “For a commu-
nist, yvou're a great, damn capi-
talist!” To another, who wanted
Raaj Kumar to work gratls on
the strength that it was a pa-
triotic film he was making,
Raaj Kumar said he would, only
if the film-maker agreed to do-
nate all the profits to the na-
tion. The famous film-maker
signed another hero in a real
hurry. Raaj] Eumar laughed,
"Mow where was the justifica-
tion, where was the patriotic
fervour?™ He doesn't sece why
he should tolerate anything
phoney. But it's not in him to
bear illwill for long. “To be
forbearing i my moral belief,”
he said. And when the same
producer approached him for
hiz next movie and offered him
the herc's role at the actor’s
price, Raaj Kumar accepted
it without any past grudges.
“Hate is not part of my nature,”
he explained.

An extremely articulate con.
versationalist, he speaks in
measured low-key tones. Ewven
on screen, it's his unigue style
of dialogue delivery that has
won him 8o much approbation.
Remember the way he'd come
put a front-runner a8 the suave,
bland, ‘Raja Saab’ in the star
studded “Wagt'? Why, with
just a line spoken with his cus-
tomary nonchalance, he eclips-

32

ed all the other characters.

Yea, Raaj (Kumar's screen
magnetism sparks off the same
magic when you meet him in
person. His conversation, laced
with Shakespearean quotes and
a natural copating of good hu-
moured cynicism ia both con-
vincing and stimulating. Like
when he remarked once, “When
one has surplus wealth, man
destroys money or money des-
troys man!" But is he a cynic?
“T fail to classify myself in this
categpory, Who is a cymic? A
man who willfully, without any
rational discourse or argument,
refuses to accept the point of
view of another man.” Now see
what I mean when I say that
when he speaks, you not only
appreciate his words but also
remember them. Me? I hung on
to every word he uttered! 1 had

to because he talked so pro-
foundly that missing even a
word could disjoin the total
meaning of his discourse. He
has such a keen intellect that
he gives the impression: that he
has the mental ability to under-
gtand what is not obvious to the
ordinary individual. S3ome would
call him highbrow, I think he's
superior!

Suddenly he tilted his glass
and poured some whiskey in his
palm. I blinked at him. With
tales of his personal eccentrici-
ties fresh in my mind, T was
just beginning to wonder whe-
ther lapping whiskey from the
palm was one of his idicsynecra-
gieg, when he bent down and
proferred his palm to Toby.
But Toby merely sniffed and
walked out into the garden for
fresh air. Raaj Kumar explain-

Bhai ho to alsh! Rasj Kumar with his pretty sister
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ed mildly, “He's not in the
mood!” Then he smiled, *You
know he's been wanting a mate
for long, but T have refused to
get him one’

“Why?" 1 asked curiously.

*Because then he'll love me
less and 1 am possessive.” And
go seriously did he say it that I
realised he wasn't trying to be
funny. It was a matter-of fact

AnsSwer. ; -
Hew much of an eccentric 18

Raaj Kumar? What makes peo-
pe call him an eccentric in the
firat place? There's nothing odd
ghout his behaviour. On the
eantrary, the general opinion is
that he is one of the most well-
bred persons in the industry.
Men envy his cool and collected
vencer, women flip over his
gheal savoir-faire and one and
all admire his refinement. Why
then the charges of eccentri-
gity? 1 don't understand the
application of the term to me.”
Raaj Kumar himself wondered
quizzically, with a L.care-two.
hoots-anyway shrug. Far from
being put off, I think he rather
enjoys the fact that people be-
lieve he's slightly crazy. The
thought definitely amuses him.
Heo likes taking people by sur-
prise. He likes doing the unox-
pected even if it appears incon-
gruous to others. Look at the
rire, outlandish and faneiful
outfits he's been sporting of late
at parties and gatherings, utter
Iy oblivious of popping eyes. At
one to-do he appeared suited-
booted nnd with earrings on
Again he has his own brand of
humour which not all can ap-
preciate. For a friend’s birth.
day present he chose a crib!
On another's jubilee wedding
anniveraary when most of the
guests had turned up with the
conventional giant-sized bou-
quets, Raaj Kumar preferred to
give a silver plague with the
following  inscription “Batting
for 25 years and stll going
atrong”.
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“Fame takes away ns much as it gives]”

He's as unconventional an
actor as he's n man. In a way
he was the first succesaful anti-
gtar. Today, of course, we've
quite a few younger, nog-con-
formist stars vying for this
label, But Raaj Kumar's screen
personality has remained as dis.
tinetively original as before, If
he wished he could get any role
he desired but“he has his own
reasons for accepting those that
he does and refusing those that
he doesn't. “There's no produ-
cer who hasn't come to me but
I've worked with only one peer.
cent  of them"” Particularly
after Raaj Kumar shot into
prominence with his seene-steal-
ing performance in “Dil Ek
Mandir’, producers vied between
themselves to get him to work
for them. And after "Wagt

Ranj Kumnar became the higgeost
gelling factor in the Hindi film
stocks and shares. But he
seems unperturbéd by his suc-
cesg mand fame. “They are in-
tangibles, they cannot be mié-
gured.” OF the future of hia
career he says confidently "My
enreer cannot languish, it ean
only change., 1 may stop play-
ing the hero's roles and take
an character roles but my price,
my willue, will never diminish,”

1 asked him to pame some of
his favourite roles to which he
replied honestly, "1 have not yet
dene 4 role I've disliked.” { Maost
stars would answer this quoes-
tion by naming their hit films
a8 their favourites and only too
engerly attribute their flops to
‘poar’ rales.) But Raaj Kumar
gays, "Every role that I've per-
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formed has been of my choiee.
I select only what I like.” It is
the same in his personal life.
“] believe in things I do, I do
things 1 believe in.”” He's a man
who never has moments of self
doubt and one who, on the sheer
strength of his self.assurance
* and self.will can do anything he
wants to. Because his bellef ia
that fifty pereent of the secret
of happiness is knowing what
one wants and the other fifty
percent is doing what one really
wants. This is the essence of
Ranj Kumar's character. 1
puled him if he over felt lonely.
“T can fnd eompanionship in a
erowd or in solitude, No, I never
feel lonely but there are mo-
ments when 1 want to be alone."
At such momenta ke retreats to
this plush, seashore shack. In
gry moods he likes company

but he says, "1 pick my asso-
pintes, otherwise socialization
winild b hypocrsy.”

Does he have any unfulfilled
dream? 1 have never dreamt.
At no stage in my life have I
felt a sense of wnfulfillment,
Mever have 1 suffered a feeling
af vacuum."

[does he have any particular
ambition? “No ambition exeepl

the desire to be perfect.”
With such a perfectly un.

naual answer I thought it fitting
to conclude my interview. Yet
[ had been debating all along
whether 1 could take the liberty
of bringing up the sacred topic
of his marriage. [ know it's ong
of the taboo subjects he has
never been keen on making pub-
lic or on discussing with strang-
ers. But something ventured is
something gained. So, quite

Hum sab ek hain! Raaj, Dev and Sunil
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timidly I asked whether he has
had to make any adjustments
between his personal and pro-
fossional life. *I've always kept
them scparate therefore the
guestion of adjustments doesn’t
arise. I've no professional spill:
overs into my personal life nor
any personal spill.overs into
my professional life, though
both are parts of the same in-
tegrated being.” With that rhe-
torie, 1 had to be satisfied.

Don't ask me to sum up the
man. He's not the sort that can
be put in a nut-shell. And while
I would not confirm whether he
is an eccentric or an egocentrie,
I'd gay he's an enigma alright,
a man who is complex and com-
pelling, one who can fearlessly
gay, “I'm the master of. my
fate, I'm the captaim of my
soul.” and get away with it! @

—LIMA RAD




